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Common Medical Equipment Charges
SCD Sequential Compression Device Devices that are used to apply compression in a controlled fashion for the 

treatment of lymphatic or venous disorders. The systems are comprised of a 
compressor and extremity appliances (sleeves). The sleeves are placed on an 
extremity (usually both legs), then inflated and deflated sequentially to promote 
lymphatic fluid or blood circulation. They are usually used on patients who are 
bedridden for long periods of time or postoperative in order to prevent Deep Vein 
Thrombosis (blood clots).

PCA Patient Controlled Analgesia Portable pump with an IV dose of a narcotic that the patient is able to self-
administer with the push of a button, according to their individual pain needs.

IVAC Infusion Control Devices Pumps used to control the rate of IV fluids. Used especially in the ICUs or 
pediatrics when small doses are administered at a specific rate over a specific time.

Wound VAC Vacuum Assisted Closure Device that includes an evacuation tube, foam dressing, occlusive dressing, and 
vacuum unit. The device creates a negative pressure that causes the foam to 
collapse over the wound and allow the removal of excess fluids, increase blood 
flow to the wound, and promote healing. The dressing and vacuum units are 
changed as needed until the wound has healed enough to remove the device. The 
device is used for treatment of chronic pressure ulcers (bed sores), poorly healing 
incisions, and acute surgical wounds.

Pleurevac  Pleurevac is a chest drainage system that is connected to a tube inserted in the 
chest and hooked up to a suction machine. A negative pressure is created that 
allows the drainage of fluid on the lung (pleural effusion) or the re-inflation of a 
collapsed lung (pneumothorax).

Bair Hugger  Blankets that are used along with temperature management units to prevent 
hypothermia in the OR, recovery room, ICU, pediatrics. They can be used on 
upper/lower or full body.

Central Intravenous Lines Central IV Lines are used when a patient is in need of long term IV therapy, as 
in the case of chemotherapy of long-term antibiotic administration.

Central Line  A thin flexible silicone tube that is inserted into the superior vena cava (a deep 
vein in the chest) through a large vein behind the collarbone. The procedure can 
be done under either a general or local anesthetic, and is followed by a chest x-ray 
to verify the placement. 

PICC Line  Peripherally Inserted Central Catheter is an IV that is inserted into one of the 
large veins in the arm, and threaded to the superior vena cava. The use of 
ultrasound guidance may be necessary to determine which arm has the best 
vein to accommodate the catheter, and local anesthesia is usually administered 
prior to the insertion. This procedure may be performed at the bedside or in the 
Interventional Radiology Department if the veins are difficult to access.

Healthcare is replete with polysyllabic clinical terminology and unfamiliar acronyms. Learn the Terms is a quick guide for 
non-clinical personnel to what these terms mean. You can reference the terms below and others in the AHIA Electronic Audit 
Library – Terms and Acronyms section.

Thanks to Theresa Crothers, RN, CMAS for her contribution. Theresa is a nurse auditor for United Audit Systems, Inc., and was the 
2005 president of the American Association of Medical Audit Specialists.
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