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Learn the Terms

Healthcare is replete with poly-syllabic clinical terminology and unfamiliar acronyms.  Learn the Terms is a quick guide for non-
clinical personnel to what these terms mean.  You can reference these terms below and others in the AHIA Electronic Audit Library 
– Terms and Acronyms section. Thanks to Theresa Crothers, RN, CMAS for her contribution. Theresa is a nurse auditor for United 
Audit Systems, Inc., and is 2005 President, American Association of Medical Audit Specialists.
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Radiologic Exams
MRA
Magnetic Resonance Angiography visualizes blood flow through 
the arteries.

Echo
Echocardiography is a test used to show the size, shape, and 
motion of the structures of the heart, and is done without 
anesthesia.  The techniques used are 2-D, (2 dimensional), M-
Mode (motion-mode), and Color Flow Doppler.

Angiogram
Angiogram is an x-ray that uses fluoroscopy to visualize blood 
flow through an artery.  It is called different names depending 
on the vessel being studied.  An Aortogram is an Angiogram of 
the aorta and an Arteriogram is an angiogram of an artery.  A 
catheter is placed in either the femoral (leg) artery, or the brachial 
(arm) artery, and is guided to the area of interest (heart, brain, 
and abdomen).  A contrast medium is used.  Conscious Sedation 
is used.

Venogram
An x-ray that uses fluoroscopy to visualize blood flow through a 
vein, using the same techniques as an angiogram.

RFA
Radio Frequency Ablation is a test where a thin, flexible wire is 
inserted into a blood vessel in the groin, thigh, neck, or elbow, 
and is then threaded into the heart under x-ray guidance.  The 
wire is able to record the electrical activity of the heart, and 
a determination of the type of rhythm problem can be made.  
Radio waves are then delivered to the heart muscle at the site of 
the “short circuit”.  The problem area is heated and selectively 
destroyed, which will, hopefully, solve the cardiac problem.

PCI
Percutaneous Coronary Intervention

PCT
 Percutaneous Transluminal Coronary Angioplasty

These tests are the same thing, and are commonly referred 
to simply as Angioplasty.  During this test, a catheter guided 
balloon, inserted through the groin or arm, is threaded to the 
heart, and is used to open a narrowed coronary artery.  

PTCA/Stent
When a PTCA is performed and the artery will not stay open, 
o�en a wire mesh tube that expands (Stent) is inserted to hold the 
artery open.

Vascular Stent
Same procedure as PCTA, but used for non-coronary arteries 
(renal, iliac, carotid, femoral, etc.).

Thrombolysis
Utilizes either Angiogram or Venogram techniques to dissolve 
blood clots in a vein or artery.  “Clot Busting” medication can be 
directly inserted at the sight of the clot.

Embolization
Embolization means closure or occlusion.  Using angiogram 
techniques, a catheter is inserted with its tip in or near an injured 
vessel that needs to be closed.  Different materials can be used to 
occlude the vessel.  Small pieces of Gelfoam (a gelatin sponge) 
are injected into the artery and floated to the sight of the bleed-
ing, and causes the bleeding to stop.  Stainless steel or platinum 
coils may be used to occlude large arteries, stop bleeding from 
an injured artery, or stop blood flow into an aneurysm.  Glue is 
the most effective for treating an arteriovenous malformation in 
the brain. 

Ultrasound Exams
TEE:
Transesophageal Echocardiogram uses both Ultrasound and 
Endoscopy to provide a more complete view of the heart’s 
chambers, valves, and vessels.  Anesthesia is provided to the 
patient during this test, as a probe is inserted through the mouth 
into the esophagus.

US
Ultrasound uses a transducer that directs ultra high-frequency 
sound waves toward a particular organ.  The organ reflects the 
waves and the echoes convert to images that are displayed on a 
monitor.


