
Flexibility and Change
By Kenneth E. Spence, CFE

From the Editor

O
ur profession is changing rapidly and that means you need to keep 
up to speed with changing expectations. That’s not always easy. 
Enter New Perspectives. Our goal is to bring you the kinds of great 
information that support you professionally. We continually scan the 

internal audit profession and the healthcare industry to identify topics and areas 
that can help you. We then reach out to noted experts who are willing to share 
their knowledge and expertise on the pages of New Perspectives.

This issue continues our mission to provide the information you need to undertake 
value-added audits at your facility. Carlin and Taylor share the basics of fee coding to 
give you a great understanding of how to fashion an audit in this area. 

Everyone wants to know where they can find money, which is why we asked Shay 
Corcia to tell you about an area often overlooked. Check out the article to see if 
your hospital has good control over returns.

Privacy breaches are a hot topic and you may help avoid the national notoriety 
that comes with some of these incidents by reading the insight Jim Lawson brings 
to the patient privacy area.

Oh, that Stark law! After all these years, organizations still have difficulty 
understanding how to get and keep their arms around this one. In a well-written, 
easy-to-understand article, Perkins and Preddy tell you how you can help with 
Stark compliance.

Finally, of course, don’t forget our outstanding columnists who continue to do a 
bang-up job.

We had several other articles lined up for this issue of New Perspectives, but as 
Scottish poet Robert Burns noted, “the best laid schemes of mice and men often 
go awry,” and Murphy’s Law proves flexibility is necessary in all things. In our next 
issue of New Perspectives, we will rise again in our effort to subdue Murphy. We are 
planning a great final issue to wrap up the year. Watch for it.

On a couple of positive notes, 2013 is shaping up to be a pivotal year for New 
Perspectives. We began with a well-received re-design of your journal. The next 
change we have planned is a digital version of New Perspectives, to be rolled out at 
the Chicago Conference. Digital offers us and you options. As time moves on, we 
will fully explore those opportunities with you.

The publications committee and the editorial sub-committee 
are continuing to work on ideas for reaching out to further 
assist our readers. As these thoughts take form, we will be 
talking with you. But don’t wait for us. Let us know your 
ideas, too.

I wish you good reading! NP
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