
All That Jazz and So Much More
By Robert Michalski, CHC, CHPC, CHRC, CCE

A
s summer ends, I hope you had a chance to 
enjoy all the fun this season brings. From 
summer vacations to jazz festivals, barbeques or 
just enjoying time outdoors, summer is a great 

time to relax, slow down a little and recharge. It is also great 
to enjoy your family and friends.

If you have not had a chance to get away, you have one 
more chance to escape the daily routine and join hundreds 
of colleagues for a great learning opportunity in Chicago, 
Ill. from August 25-28, 2013. I am looking forward to seeing 
many of you at the 32nd AHIA Annual Conference at The 
Hyatt Regency Chicago this year.

I thank the conference planning committee for an 
excellent program again. It is amazing how they do better 
each year finding great speakers and topics to keep us 
informed about the most relevant healthcare internal 
audit focus areas.

There is a lot going on at this year’s conference besides the 
great learning opportunities. An equally valuable benefit of 
attending is interacting with your peers. Sometimes we can 
feel isolated in our role as internal auditors, but once a year 
we have a chance to connect with those that understand 
and appreciate our role because they play it, too.

I have found one of the biggest benefits of being a member 
of AHIA is meeting and interacting with talented audit 
professionals at the annual conference. The network of 
friends and colleagues I have made through AHIA has 
benefited me in so many ways. It is so helpful to reach out to 
these individuals for ideas or audit tools when needed. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to build your network of peers.

The conference will also feature the launch and 
demonstration of a new digital version of New Perspectives. 
You have told us that New Perspectives is one of the most 
valuable membership benefits. Now, as an enhanced 
member benefit, this award-winning publication will be 

available to you in digital and mobile formats so you can use 
the great content wherever your audits may take you.

Also, at the annual conference we officially begin our annual 
election season of the AHIA board and officers. It is a great 
opportunity to meet many of the candidates so you can 
make better-informed choices for AHIA’s future leaders.

As you can see, the annual conference is our one time to 
come together as friends and colleagues for education, but 
also to reengage, recharge and celebrate our profession. 
This could not be possible without the AHIA members who 
volunteer their time and talents to serve on the conference 
planning committee.

Many of you may not know it, but the organizing for this 
conference started shortly after the 2012 conference ended 
in Philadelphia. It takes nearly an entire year to plan all the 
sessions, speakers, social activities, programs and exhibits. 
This effort has been led by Mary Jane (MJ) Schroeder, Senior 
Manager Internal Audit from MedStar Health, for the past two 
years. I thank MJ for all the time and effort she has put into 
these conferences and for doing it with such a positive attitude 
that motivates the rest of the committee to do their best.

It is amazing what a group of volunteers can accomplish 
beyond their day jobs to help advance the healthcare 
internal audit and compliance professions. I hope many of 
you will join me in Chicago to benefit from all of their hard 
work.

If you are not able to make the 
conference this year, I strongly 
encourage you to plan now to attend 
next year’s annual conference in Austin, 
Texas, September 21-24, 2014. You owe 
it to yourself and your organization 
to take advantage of this premier 
annual educational and networking 
opportunity. NP
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