
Have it Your Way
By Kenneth Spence 

From the Editor

A
nother year is ending, and an exciting one it was for those most closely 
associated with New Perspectives. We thought, sought and brought forth 
the digital capability for accessing your journal. You can have it your way 
wherever and whenever you like. New Perspectives is just a touch away as 

a mobile app. We hope you will like the flexibility digital provides you.

Looking to 2014, we will be featuring two digital-only editions. One will be the 
eagerly awaited LSU/AHIA Salary survey. Watch for it in mid-summer 2014. We are 
not yet ready to talk about the second edition, because there are still some things 
to iron out. But we’ll let you know soon.

Of course we will continue to provide the quarterly print versions of New 
Perspectives you have always enjoyed while we monitor statistics on the ‘hits’ to 
the digital articles and columns. These statistics, along with other considerations, 
will help us guide the direction of New Perspectives going forward.

Speaking of monitoring statistics, in this issue CHE Trinity Health begins a two-part 
article on what they have developed to support their audit efforts. Surprise! They 
mimicked what government contractors do for data mining. In another two-part 
article, Kathie Richter gives us a step-by-step discussion of risk-based monitoring 
as the means for avoiding clinical research fraud. 

Laubach and Kradjan discuss EHR risks that you will encounter in the everyday 
world of audit with this burgeoning technology. Diligence is the key word for 
auditors. As they say, it’s a game changer and their article lets you see how the 
game should be played.

Our feature article, authored by Stewart and Bernhard, gives you a bit of history 
into the once ethically challenged world of clinical research that helped lead to 
the protections and privacy requirements that now exist for research participants. 
A good read of their article will guide you to the key regulations and documents 
you’ll want to consider in your next research audit. Even if there is not a lot of 
research happening at your facility, as an auditor and compliance professional in 
healthcare, you should take the time to inform yourself.

Our columnists continue to work hard to keep you an informed 
auditor and compliance professional. Check out what they are 
sharing this time around.

As the year ends, we hope New Perspectives has been a key 
component in your continuing education. We have tried hard 
to meet your needs and continue to bring you the information 
and knowledge you need in 2014 and the years beyond.

I wish you good reading and happy holidays! NP
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