
Strength in Numbers
Bryon Neaman, MBA, CPA, CIA, CGMA

D
o you find you become smarter when you work with others? I know 
I do. I learn from my friends and colleagues how they embrace 
challenges, how they utilize their talents and how they solve problems.

Not only do I learn, I also get energized when I see how we all work 
together for a common purpose. This has indeed been a hallmark year for AHIA. 
So much has been accomplished, and our strategic direction will guide us to even 
better years ahead. What has been noteworthy for me this year includes:

AHIA’s 36th annual conference – The best one yet! We had 600+ attendees, which 
includes 160 attendees who are not AHIA members. This is a clear demonstration 
that our education offerings are gaining appeal to an even wider audience. Special 
thanks to Debi Weatherford and the Annual Conference Planning Committee for 
making this conference a success!

Membership – 1,600+ active AHIA members. Throughout 2017, I have seen 
countless examples of our members showing their eagerness to share, learn, and 
grow.

Strategic Direction – The AHIA Board approved a multiyear strategic plan that 
will provide direction and resource support in the areas of knowledge sharing, 
social media, affiliations with other professional associations, establishing an 
AHIA-specific certification, and ongoing education. Thanks to Jennifer McGill for 
developing the framework for our strategic plan.

I want to personally thank our officers:

 • David Richstone, our immediate past Chair, who has championed the AHIA 
certification program. His work has been extraordinary.

 • Jim Passey, our Vice Chair, who has brought pragmatism to what has been a 
very ambitious work plan this year. Jim is well prepared to be a successful Chair 
in 2018.

 • MJ Schroeder, our Secretary/Treasurer, who has successfully stewarded AHIA’s 
resources and has enabled us to invest in our strategic initiatives. MJ is always 
available and eager to serve, and has been a great resource to so many of our 
members.

I also want to acknowledge our Board Members at Large and Committee Chairs for 
their focused work in driving our strategic priorities.
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If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.

– African proverb
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social groups and progressive forestry and wood retail companies working in partnership to im-
prove forest management worldwide.
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Education Committee: Alicia Capps, Jennifer McGill (Board Member) and subcommittee Chairs –  
Susan Smoger, Lorri Kissell, Amy Greenhoe, Paul Douglas, Dieu Tran, Russell Harder

Membership and Awards: Tammy Rice (Board Member) and Barbara Winburn (Chair)

Professional Practices: Mary Jo Flynn (Board Member) and Jason McKinney (Chair)

Recognizing that all volunteers of AHIA are professionals with full-time time jobs, we could not 
accomplish what we do without the tremendous team from Kellen, our management company. Michelle 
Cunningham and her Kellen associates have served as key advisors, helped administer our many priorities, and have been 
always available at a moment’s notice.

So many members have contributed to AHIA’s success in 2017. I cannot possibly mention all of you, so thank you!

I have thoroughly enjoyed my year as Chair. It has been an honor and an experience I will always cherish. The healthcare 
industry is in the midst of much change and uncertainty. Yet, our profession addresses these challenges by bringing objective 
insight and practical solutions to the organizations we serve. I have no doubt the healthcare industry greatly benefits from 
the work of the healthcare internal audit profession. We indeed have gone far together!

Enjoy the holiday season with friends and family. I look forward to crossing paths with each of you and working together to 
continue to serve our profession. Best wishes for great success in 2018! 
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