
Remarkable Accomplishments with Special Colleagues
By Cavell Alexander, MBA, CPA, CIA, CFE

A
s I write the final New Perspectives column of my term as Chair and 
think about the upcoming season, I am reminded of the annual 
holiday letters I get from a few friends and family. When I receive 
them, I am always interested in reading about their “goings on” 

and accomplishments of the past year. Often they seem to be filled with news 
designed to make me envious, like exotic vacations and miracles accomplished 
by extraordinary babies scarcely old enough to talk. So, here is my AHIA annual 
holiday letter to you; with lots of accomplishments sans incredible vacations and 
precocious offspring.

Dear Friends and Fellow Members,

It has been a terrific year for AHIA! Records have been broken yet again and there 
has been significant progress in 2015 on many of our initiatives designed to 
enhance the value we bring to our membership.

We learned this year that our long-time New Perspectives editor Ken Spence will 
retire. We will miss Ken with all his skill, insights, drive and determination. He has 
made New Perspectives an award-winning professional journal that is highly valued 
by AHIA’s members. Ken’s successor will have big shoes to fill. We are forever 
grateful for all Ken has done and wish him all the best in his next adventure.

We also bid a fond farewell to our old friend the list serve and this summer went 
live with AHIA Connected Community. It has been an overwhelming success with 
many members connecting via questions and resource requests. If you have not 
taken advantage of this networking opportunity you are missing out; it is a great 
way to access thought leaders and to provide assistance to others, which is what 
AHIA membership is really about.

Our annual conference in Portland, Oregon was a huge hit with over 500 
attendees. We got hip to healthcare – we learned, ate, celebrated, ran a 5K, 
networked with fellow members and service providers and took in some of 
Portland’s popular attractions. Next year, the 2016 annual conference will take us 
to Atlanta September 11-14, so block your calendar now. With good planning, you 
can include a great vacation, too.

The AHIA board and committees as usual are innovating and considering some 
new initiatives for 2016 and beyond. While this list is not all-inclusive, here are 
some of the initiatives under discussion and in process.

 • Healthcare Internal Audit Certification – We issued a Request For Information 
for a program development partner to gain a deeper understanding of the 
resources needed and necessary processes to pursue offering a certification.

 • Social media strategy – An in-depth study of AHIA’s online presence was 
completed and presented to the board for consideration of next steps to 
engage in social media where it can benefit and enhance your membership 
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From the Chair
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experience. One immediate result was completion of 
some minor updates to our website with more to come.

 • Partnering with HCCA, IIA and others – The board 
has engaged in discussions with other professional 
organizations to potentially expand upon current 
relationships where it makes sense and to enhance our 
membership experience.

 • AHIA University – Our new on-demand e-learning 
resource will come online in early 2016, providing 
another cost-effective method for members to increase 
their knowledge and obtain CPEs.

It has been quite a year, with AHIA once again meeting or 
beating our membership growth and financial goals. It has been 
a pleasure and sincere honor to serve as 
your Chair and to work with our dedicated 
board, committee leaders, cadre of 
amazing volunteers and our fabulous 
management team from Kellen Company. 
I wish you a wonderful holiday season 
with time spent relaxing and enjoying the 
company of family and friends. NP

Cavell
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